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Hr Vllllaai F Friedman 
Amy Security Agency 
Vasblngton, D C 


Dear Hr Friedman 


r 





In responaer to yotu? oral request^ there are transmitted here- 
vith excerpta^from the minutes of the Signal Corps Patent Board, 
Meeting Ho 32, September 23 » 19^1 > forming part of the record of 
year cryptographic invention. Serial Humber 443,320, filed May 16, 
1942, In the names of Tf 1111am F Friedman and Frank B Rovlett 


You have also asked for my opinion, as the patent attorney 
for the Signal Corps at the time this application vas filed, as to 
the rights of the tvo joint Inventors ik this application 

AR 850-30, as It existed at the time the invention vas made 
and also at the time the application for patent vas filed, es- 
tablished three categories The regulation provided that Inven- 
tions made as a result of specific assignments to invent became 
the property of the Government That this vas not the case In 
regard to your Invention is Indicated in Paragraph 3 b of the 
Patent Board *s action, vhich states that "there vas no specific 
designation to invent the things described " Pursuant to this 
finding of the Patent Board, vbloh vas apjn>oved by the Acting Chief 
Signal Officer, you and Mr Rovlett vere not asked to assign the 
entire right to the invention, but vex>e asked to give the so- 
called reversionary assignment The latter provides that the ap- 
plication Is the property of the Government for procedural purposes 
until a notice of allovanoe is Issued by the Patent Office, at 
vhich time the entire rl^^t, title and interest reverts to the 
Inventors subject to a non-excluslve license to the Government 
This is believed to be In accordance not only vlth the Army Regula- 
tion AR 830-30, but also Vlth the patent agreexsent Vhich you signed 
In April 1936, Vhich merely provided f&f reversionary assignments 
in cases vhere there vas no specific assignment to Invent the 
specific device in question and vhez»e the invention vas to be kept 
secret 


YoTirs very truly. 










/b/ Villlam D Hall 
VILLIAH D HALL 
Patents & Inventions Counsel 
Legal Division 


Approved for Release by NSA on 08-30-2013 pursuant' 
:o E.Q. 13526 
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